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fected when we meet, the old woman among the fore-
most, in the place and the degree the Saviour has
gone to prepare for us.

And let us not fail to make perfectly clear to our
children that, .as mentioned before,1 hell-fire but
represents purification by destruction, as in a fire,
of that which is foul; and that it does not mean
eternal frizzling and physical torture. When the
matter is presented to young people in spiritual
terms they begin to understand the reasonableness
of the dispensation under which their lives have been
given to them, and also something of the grandeur
of the eternal purpose of God for us all and of the
glorious enterprise of co-operation with Him. When
asked what would be the best thing that could happen
to those who have wilfully effaced the goodness that
is the image of God from their hearts, and have from
their own choice given themselves up to all that is
corrupt, wicked, vicious and unclean, so that no
vestige of good is left in them, children readily
volunteer that it is a merciful provision that such
utterly depraved beings should be wholly destroyed.
But again is raised the question, ever present; to the
thoughtful teacher: At what age should we place these
thoughts before the minds of our pupils ? As in-
dicated* above, the ideas of Paradise and Heaven and
of God's sorrow and pain when we sin, may be taught
from the time of the first development of a knowledge
of what death means and of a consciousness of sin
respectively. Many of God's laws of punishment will
be naturally and normally brought before the children
while they are quite young. The healing of the man
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